MCAA 2010 Festival of Male Voice Choirs: 'Alpha's Males'

Information Bulletin to ARC Members (June 2010)

The Festival will be in the Sydney Town Hall on Sunday 14th November 2010 at 2.00 pm. Basic details about the event can be found on the MCAA website:

http://www.malechoirsassociation.org.au/
Rehearsal Saturday 13th
12.30pm:  Assemble at Pitt Street Uniting Church (264 Pitt Street, corner of Pitt and Park St - just around the corner from the Town Hall).
1.00pm:  Rehearsal

The rehearsal is expected to be finished by 5.00pm at the latest.

Staging, Sunday 14th
10.30am: Assemble at town Hall

11.00am: Staging & final rehearsal
It is expected that there will be a significant break between staging and assembling for warm-up before the Concert. Exact timings to be finalized on the day.

Concert Sunday 14th, 2.00 – 4.30 pm

NOTE: There will also be a rehearsal on Friday evening at 7.00 pm at the Pitt Street Uniting Church for the Wellington choir (NZ), which other choristers will be welcome to attend

Concert Program

· ALL songs included in the published booklet except Pemulwuy.

· Cantique de Jean Racine will be performed in the English language.

· Sydaemeni Laulu will be performed in the Finnish language.

· The Water is wide will be performed in Key of C Major.

· Sailors’ Chorus will be performed in Key of Bb Major (copy has been sent)

Tickets

Tickets are now available - $30 standard: $25 for seniors / pensioners. (Children under 14 free). 

(All tickets are general admission, and ticketing is handled entirely by MCAA)

ARC has an allocation of 100 tickets to sell. Arrangements for ordering / purchasing will be announced shortly.

TRAVEL

Options for travel to and from Sydney are now under active consideration. 

Hiring a coach is an option, but not a particularly attractive one, given the amount of 'down time' we would have to pay for, the logistics of moving and parking a coach in downtown Sydney, and the probability that our members will be dispersed to some extent.

Train is an option. There is a daily train to Sydney departing at 6.43 am and arriving Central Station at 11.02, and a return train on Sunday leaving 6.11 pm and arriving at 10.29 pm.  Fares from $29 one way.  View the timetable at:

http://www.countrylink.info/timetables/southern/sydney_to_canberra 

Public Coach services is another option. Very economical (from $15 for Seniors one way), and choice of departure times. Coach services are offered by Murrays:

http://www.murrays.com.au/ExpressTimetable.aspx?RouteCode=2
Greyhound:

http://www.greyhound.com.au/Bookings/specials.aspx?gclid=CPagnJPlkaICFcQtpAodATxEjg#sydtocbr
Coach services will deliver you, as does the train, to Central Station.

Private car.  Some members will no doubt opt to drive their own car, particularly those who have relatives to stay with. On previous experience it is likely that some drivers will be able and willing to accommodate passengers.

At this stage it seems unlikely that we will be hiring a coach, but we are also conscious that for some members, the logistics of getting to accommodation in Sydney, then to and from the rehearsal and performance venues, will be very challenging. Depending on the numbers, it may be that we can find a 'Mini-bus' solution for such members.

ACCOMMODATION

There is no shortage of options, but a serious shortage of 'budget' options. 

The MCAA Secretary has negotiated a special rate at Rydges Camperdown of $170 twin share, and $154 single (includes buffet breakfast). This is a short bus ride from the Town Hall / Pitt Street. It is likely that the Orange Choir, Wellington choir, and possibly others, will be staying there, creating the opportunity for a wild choir boy’s party on Saturday night..............

Central Sydney accommodation (listed from Central Railway going towards Town Hall)

Leisure Inn Regent St

www.leisureinnhotels.com
28-30 Regent Street

Sydney NSW 2000

(02) 8023 3333

http://www.leisureinnhotels.com/hotels/sydney/leisure-inn-sydney-central
Railway Square YHA

Railway Square YHA

8-10 Lee Street (crn Upper Carriage Lane & Lee St or entry via the Henry Deane Plaza) Sydney, NSW 2000

Phone: 9281 9666

Manager: Helen Vine

Email: railway@yha.com.au
Sydney Central YHA

Sydney Central YHA

11 Rawson Place, Corner of Pitt St and Rawson Place (opposite Central Station) Sydney 2000

Phone: 9218 9000

Manager: Jon Hutchinson

Email: sydcentral@yha.com.au 

Wakeup Independent Backpacker

Sydney Central, 509 Pitt Street, Sydney, 2000, NSW, Australia

Ph 9288 7888

http://www.wakeup.com.au/
[All of the above claim to be ****plus hostels and have twin rooms as well as smallish dorms [i.e. 4beds] and have provisions for group bookings.]

Medina Suites Railway Square

2 Lee Street. Haymarket. New South Wales. 2000

Ph: 1800 252 668

Citigate Hotel [between UTS and China Town]

www.mirvachotels.com
169-179 Thomas St

Sydney NSW 2000

(02) 9281 6888

Aarons Hotel [edge of Chinatown]

www.aaronshotel.com.au
37 Ultimo Rd

Sydney NSW 2000

(02) 9281 5555

Great Southern Hotel (George St)

717 George Street, Central Business District, 2000 Sydney

http://www.greatsouthernhotel.com.au/
Ph: 1800 288 488

Pensione Hotel (George St)

631-635 George Street

Sydney NSW 2000

(02) 9265 8888

http://www.pensione.com.au/
Metro Hotel Pitt St [the most convenient - just over one block to Town Hall]

300 Pitt Street Sydney, NSW 2000 Australia

Ph: 9283 8088; 

Reservations: 1800 333 800 (Direct)

http://www.metrohotels.com.au/sydney-hotels/metro-hotel-on-pitt-3
Alastair Crombie

MCAA Concert Coordinator
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